








For further reflection: Psalm 130:5–6; 1 Peter 1:3–9; Psalm 25:4–5

Hope as “Knowing”
By Ron Clarkson

PREPARE WITH HOPE

The season of Advent is a time of intentional waiting and preparation for the arrival (adventus) of Jesus Christ. It
is the season where we light the first candle of hope, a reminder that our hope is not a mere wish, but a sure
"knowing" rooted in God's promises. We prepare our hearts not just to remember Christ's first coming in
Bethlehem, but also to anticipate His second coming in glory.

In a world often filled with darkness and hardship, hope can seem like a distant light. The ancient prophets, like
Isaiah, spoke of a people walking in darkness who would see a great light (Isaiah 9:2-7). That light is Jesus, the
"Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace".

Preparing for this hope means actively turning our gaze from the temporary troubles of this world to the eternal
promise of God's presence. It means cultivating a spirit of vigilance and openness to the needs of others, just as we
prepare for the most anticipated guest. It involves introspection and asking ourselves: Where do I need hope in my
life right now?

We can prepare our hearts by remembering God's faithfulness in the past. The fulfillment of every Old Testament
prophecy in Jesus' birth assures us that He is faithful and will fulfill His promise to return. As we navigate the
busyness of the season, let us find stillness, quiet, and rest in this assurance. Our hope is not in our own strength
or efforts, but in the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in Him.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we begin this Advent journey, we open our hearts to the true meaning of hope. Help us to fix
our gaze on Jesus, the source of our eternal hope. In the midst of our waiting and the challenges we face, remind us
of Your promises and Your unfailing love. Fill us with joy and peace through the power of Your Holy Spirit, that
we may overflow with hope to those around us. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Question to Consider
What is one practical step you can take this week to intentionally "prepare room" in your heart for Christ's hope,
rather than getting caught up in the busyness of the season?









“The Creation of the Sun,
Moon, and Plants” (1511)
— Michelangelo, Sistine

Chapel





Separation is hard but thanks to the grace of God it is only temporary. 

Many families in our community have experienced the separation of a service member—usually the husband—being
deployed for months at a time. Living in a military town such as Colorado Springs, we often see news coverage of the
preparation and ceremony surrounding military units readying for and returning from deployment. For those who have
experienced this disruption to family life firsthand, a multitude of emotions arise.

During the times of separation, an emptiness settles within the family structure. An increased burden falls on the
remaining spouse: sprinklers need to be blown out, children must be taken to school, dropped off at practice, shuttled
to appointments, and cracked toilets need to be replaced. Meanwhile, the deployed spouse carries guilt and sadness
over missed birthdays, festivals, pageants, and holiday celebrations.

These feelings of emptiness, frustration, and guilt are not exclusive to military families. Many households endure
prolonged absences due to medical hospitalizations, career relocations, or even the separation caused by death.

For both the military husband and wife, however, we know that separation is not meant to be forever. A time of
homecoming celebration will come, when the family is made whole again. Revelation 19:7 reminds us, “Let us rejoice
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready.”

As we remember the nativity and “…prepare Him room,” let us reflect on the words of Matthew 1:23: “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).” Just as the bride and
husband long to be reunited in homecoming, let us hold fast to the belief that Christ will come for His Church—and
God will be with us.

Grace in Separation 
By Scott & Sharon Sigler

PREPARE WITH HOPE

For further reflection: Revelation 19, Matthew 1

In Genesis 3, we see the first and deepest separation in all creation—the moment when sin entered the world and humanity
hid from the presence of God. Yet even in that moment of loss, God’s grace spoke a promise: one day, the serpent would be
crushed, and communion would be restored. Advent reminds us that this promise was fulfilled in Christ, whose coming began
the great reunion between God and His people. As you read the Sigler’s reflection, reflect on the ache of separation in your
own life—how every longing for reunion, every grief of distance, echoes humanity’s longing for God’s presence.





Gifts – most of us as children focused on what we would find under the Christmas tree. We spent hours circling
items in the Sears Christmas catalog, Toys R Us booklet, or creating Amazon wish lists. Gift giving may emulate
the three magi who brought Jesus expensive gold and spices. It could be following the Fathers giving of his son
Jesus. But perhaps Christmas gift giving goes back to the Old Testament and the first book of the bible. 

God gave Adam and Eve a perfect garden, life and relationship with Himself. We all know how that ended. But
God was not okay with the end to relationship with those He created in His image.
 
A few chapters into the bible, God’s story, God unveils His plan to restore relationship.

Genesis 12:1-3 God initiates His redemption plan through Abraham. He makes a covenant with Abraham. God
promises several “gifts” to the Abraham. He promises that Abraham’s future descendants would become a great
nation who would bless all nations. Eighty-year-old Abraham and his seventy-year-old wife Sarai found this
shocking and a bit absurd. This gift of offspring didn’t come with one day shipping; it took 25 years for the gift of
Isaac to be born. 

Thousands of years before the birth of Jesus God promised a gift. Through Abraham’s line a Savior would be born.
God made a covenant that only He could keep. From the beginning of time God’s good and kind intention has
been to gift each one of us and every nation of the world with relationship through faith in Abraham’s descendant
and God’s own son. Jesus, fully human and fully God is the perfect gift.

God told Abraham that he would be blessed to be a blessing to every nation. We are recipients of that blessing. We
are blessed. God created the first “pay it forward” plan and He made the payment through Jesus’ death and
resurrection. A gift we can never repay but can joyously give to others.

If you have a relationship with God through Jesus, who will you bless by sharing the gift of the gospel? A friend, a
co-worker or a person from another nation? Jesus is too good of a gift to keep to yourself. If you have not received
the Son, ask Him into your heart and accept the gift of abundant and eternal life.

For further reflection: Genesis 22:15–18; Isaiah 9:6–7; John 3:16;
Romans 4:16–25; Galatians 3:6–9; Ephesians 2:8–9

Gift of a Savior
By Cynthia Hagen
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For further reflection: 
Exodus 40:34–38; Psalm 132:13–16; John 1:14; Matthew 1:23; 1 Corinthians

3:16; Revelation 21:3

As we open our hearts for this advent season let us recall the message of our Lord Jesus when he said “If you
believe in me you may be called a child of God.” As I recall Christmases of my past life I am blessed by recalling
the preparation, the anticipation, and the work that comes with Christmas.  Most of the work fortunately was
done by my parents, church, and extended family.  Only as I have entered a more mature season of my life can I
appreciate the life long joy and happiness that these events have given me.  Yet again I experience with Wilson and
the church family  that we have here: in our bible studies, life groups, and our worship services can I really relive
the presence of God  in my life as I experienced it as a child. The warmth, insight, and blessings of fellowship has
allowed me to fill my heart with Gods message.  God desires to dwell among his people and who knew that the
birth of our Savior Jesus the Christ would give us hands on lessons of Gods love for us as we recognize the joy of
being a child in his Kingdom.  As Jesus reminds us of our Fathers love he also reminds us that “He is with us
always until the end of the age.”  As tiny Tim hopes for us that God blesses us one and all; as Christ reminds us we
are his for all time. His house has many rooms and he has prepared one for each of us in his Salvation. May our
hearts be full of past and present joy in his presence.  Merry Christmas.

Phil Ballard reflects on the beauty and childlike wonder that fill our hearts during the Christmas season. His reflection
reminds us that preparation for Christ’s coming is not only about outward activity, but about creating space, within our
hearts, for God to dwell, just as He instructed His people to build a sanctuary in the wilderness.

To begin your devotional time today, consider revisiting Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, either by reading the story or
watching a favorite adaptation. Like Phil’s words, Dickens’ tale captures both the longing and renewal that come when a heart
is prepared for love’s arrival.

As you read, take a moment to reflect:
In what ways do you usher in the Christmas season with beauty and wonder?
Are there habits or distractions that crowd out the meaning of Christmas?
What practices help you make room for Christ to dwell within you?

May this passage and Phil’s reflection inspire you to prepare your heart with hope, allowing God’s presence to fill every corner
of your life.

The Heart’s Sanctuary
By Phil Ballard
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How much of our lives are spent preparing for the future?  Children are asked, “What do you want to be when you
grow up?”  Then it’s, what college to attend?  Where to interview? Where to live?  Who to marry?  How many
children?  And, before you know it, you’re planning for retirement and, might I add, even your own funeral, yikes! 
We spend much time on this all-consuming building project known as our kingdom.  But isn’t there more to life
than this?  This is an age old question, to be sure.

In 2 Samuel 7:12-16 Nathan, the prophet, speaks simultaneously of two kingdoms, King David’s earthly kingdom
and his future son (Matthew 21:9), the Messiah, Jesus Christ’s forever kingdom.  Known as the Davidic Covenant,
God promises that the Messiah will come from David’s line and His kingdom will last forever. 

Let’s consider your “kingdom” verses Jesus’ kingdom, where He is the King of kings (Revelation 17:14). Jesus is
without sin 1 Peter 2:22, “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  But us? “We all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God”, Romans 3:23.  And we cannot even tame our tongues, James 3:8, “but no human
being can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”  Hmmm, who do I want to be king over my
life, someone without sin and deceit or someone sinful and full of deadly poison?  It’s a no- brainer for me.

Let’s surrender ourselves completely to Jesus and His kingdom, while pursuing the things that please Him and
bring Him joy.  We will continue in our worldly responsibilities that clamor for our attention, but we will do it
under Christ’s authority, his Lordship, not ours.

How does this happen?  First, surrender self-idolatry.  We put ourselves on the throne of our hearts, often without
realizing it.  Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?” 
With sorrow, repent and turn from the sin of self-idolatry, like King David in Psalm 51:17, “My sacrifice, Oh God,
is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”

Second, allow Jesus, the King of kings, to take up kingship of your heart and reign.  Allow Him to influence your
mind through His word.  Paul tells us in Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  As our hearts and minds align with His, we will behave in the way
He designed us to bring Him great joy as we build His kingdom.

For further reflection: Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 9:6–7; Jeremiah 17:9–10;
Luke 1:31–33; Romans 12:2; Revelation 17:14

The True King
By Shelley McAdam
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50 years ago today two young Asbury college students made a covenant to one another—yes
Linda and I are celebrating our golden anniversary. We were young and naive but we held on
to each other and to our faithful God. Has it always been easy? No! But God’s faithfulness has
been our hope.

Today’s passage reminds us of that same hope. David is writing about the Ark of the Covenant
being brought back into Jerusalem. The King of Glory. Lift them up that the King of Glory
might come in. King of glory" as God, who is powerful and victorious in battle, and
commands the armies of heaven.

As we celebrate this Advent we are reminded that Jesus returned to the Father and he is
coming back for his bride. Is your heart saying “Come in Lord and make yourself at home!”
Today throw open the gates of your heart to Jesus.

50 years ago I remember my amazing bride coming down the isle in all her beauty. Today, I am
awaiting with hope, the coming of the King of Glory in all his splendor. 

For further reflection: Isaiah 9:6–7, Revelation 19:11–16,
Philippians 2:9–11

As you reflect on God’s faithfulness through the years, take a moment to consider your own covenant with Him.
What would it look like this Advent to “lift up the gates” of your heart in a fresh way—to welcome the King of
Glory not just as a guest, but as the Lord who reigns? His faithfulness through every season is your greatest hope
and joy.

His Bride
By Mike Somerville
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As you finish reading, take a moment to reflect on where you’ve experienced God’s presence in both joy and
sorrow. How has He shown Himself as Immanuel—God with you through the people around you? This
Advent, let every act of love and comfort you give or receive remind you that His presence is nearer than
you think.

For further reflection: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22–
23; 2 Corinthians 1:3–4

And so……….I have learned that Immanuel truly is with me so powerfully through His people.
His “manifest presence” through His people. And I’m forever grateful during this Advent season
and “get” more and more the Bible’s promise of being “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” (2
Corinthians 6:10). He is Immanuel, God with me, even in and especially through the “hard” and
sorrows of life. And so I sing….
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel….
O come, O come, Immanuel



“Sermon on the Mount” (c.1877) — Carl Heinrich Bloch







Everlasting Father. We need love. We were made to love and to be loved. And we love because he first
loved us (1 John 4:19). We can’t even imagine loving someone else as much as our Father loves us…to send
His only Son to die for our sins (Romans 5:8) and make us whole and right with God again. He is always
so tender, faithful, and wise, a profoundly caring provider and ruler. Even when we may not feel love
from those around us, we can always depend on the love of our Everlasting Father.

Prince of Peace. Through Jesus, we are given eternal peace, a wholeness, and unity with God that can no
longer be separated by our sins. God provides us with a deep spiritual peace knowing that we cannot be
separated from Him, even during the most difficult times (John 14:27, Philippians 4:6-7). While we may
not always feel His presence during our struggles, He is there and waiting for us to seek Him and to give
us peace as He is our rock eternal (Isaiah 26:3-4).

During this holiday season, I pray that this passage finds you surrounded by the love and light of Jesus
Christ. And that even if you may find yourself amidst some dark times, struggles, or perhaps feelings of
loneliness/despair (as did the Israelites back in 700BC), that you will remember our Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace who was sent to this world to save us
from all darkness. We can go to Him with everything at any time for counseling, strength, love, and
peace. There is no better gift this holiday season than that! Merry Christmas, Wilson Church

For further reflection: Psalm 139, Proverbs 27:17, Jeremiah 1:5,
Romans 8:28, 1 Cor 15:57, 1 John 5:4-5, Romans 8:31, 1 John 4:19,

Romans 5:8, John 14:27, Philippians 4:6-7, Isaiah 26:3-4







One of my favorite Christmas gifts is the amaryllis bulb. Have you seen one? They don’t look like much - as big as your fist
and covered in an onion-like brown paper skin. But oh, what’s inside! First come green shoots and soon, huge trumpet-
shaped flowers. Life springs forth from these dull, dirty bulbs! One day, you notice a tiny sprig of green on the dead-ish-
looking bulb. What is happening? It grows like crazy! The amaryllis is a beautiful picture of this promise from Isaiah! Just
like God brings Messiah Jesus at the perfect moment in time – sprouting a sprig from the seemingly dead stump of Jesse –
He can breathe new hope into your life. What you thought was a bucket full of dead bulbs is going to yield the most
beautiful blooms you can imagine.
 
Many seasons of my life, in the midst of failure on so many levels, things have seemed hopeless. I’ve been covered in so much
sin and shame that you could peel off layer after layer and never find anything good. Just more dirt and muck. But with
God, hope springs forth where life seems cut off.
 
The day after Lehman Brothers failed in 2008, I lost my job along with 261 others. I’d been there 20 years. I was 55 years old.
I thought, “I’ll just get another job and life will go on, it might even be better!” (ever the optimist)! Fast forward to one year
later, and I’m still job searching. It’s not fun anymore. I applied for hundreds of jobs and was rejected every time. But God!
That moment in 2008 led to me relocating to Colorado, where God gave me the desires of my heart! A second career at The
Navigators, and living life in one of the best places you can be; Colorado Springs. But for that “terrible day”, I might have
woken up in Indiana this morning!
 
Ever had that season? Life feels hopeless, the stump is dry, days are long and hope is hard to come by. You put one foot in
front of the other, not sure where it will lead. Afraid to hope because you can’t take one more disappointment. Hang on,
because that’s when the sprig shall spring from the stump. It’s how God works. Never early, but never late. He’s just “gooder”
that way!

God never fails. Just as Jesus, his Righteous Branch sprung forth from the stump of Jesse, God can send forth green shoots
from the dead stumps in your life. If you’re in God’s waiting room, please KNOW a shoot will sprout and the sprig will
spring forth. God sees you. He has promised and He is faithful.
 
Let every heart prepare Him room! Make space on your windowsill for an amaryllis! Hold on to hope. As the green shoot
sprouts taller and taller and taller and bursts into glorious bloom, praise God for His promises and His mercies. 

For further reflection: Isaiah 43:19; Romans 15:12–13; John 15:5

When Hope Springs Forth
By Janice Browdues
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All this motivated me to dig in and learn more and to understand the evidence so I could strengthen my
faith and maybe help others. 

I have found in my studies that the word stayed true over the Millennia no matter how heresies tried to
change it or men tried to destroy the scriptures and snuff out Christianity. Present day China is a great
example. Even though regimes banned it, Christians continue forward. Today the estimated number of
Christians in China is over 100 Million.

God always prevails and Isaiah’s announcement is so very monumental.

The Messiah is here! The word of God will stand forever. - Behold our God will feed his flock like a
shepherd. Do not fear, He is with us. Just open the door and he will come in and walk with you.  Thank
You Jesus!

For further reflection: Malachi 3:1–4; Mark 1:1–8; Titus 3:4–7



The Return of the Prodigal Son (c.1669) — Rembrandt van Rijn





For further reading: Matthew 2:1–6, John 10:11–16, Luke 1:68–75

I particularly do not like promises.  I have had many broken promises in my life.  How about you?  In
today’s devotion, God promises that a ruler will come from Bethlehem.  Even though Bethlehem was a
small town there were some influential characters associated with Bethlehem.   In Genesis 35:16-20 we
learn that Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel, died near Bethlehem when she gave birth to Benjamin.  She was
buried near Bethlehem.  In the book of Ruth, we learn that Ruth came to Bethlehem with Naomi and
married Boaz.  The prophet Samuel traveled to Bethlehem to anoint a new King from the family of Jesse.
That new King, who was David, was going to be the family that God’s promise of a new ruler, who would
bring peace and shepherd his flock, would be fulfilled. This promise fulfilled is found in Jesus Christ who
is the ultimate ruler and shepherd who is peace.   

I googled the meaning of a Biblical promise and this is what I found; “In the Bible a promise is a divine
guarantee rooted in God’s character, rather than a mere hopeful wish.  These promises are seen as
certain, unchanging, and dependable, covering every area of life.” I find encouragement in the words of
‘divine guarantee rooted in God’s character’ because I can lean on those promises and not the broken
promises in my life.  I can live in security knowing that Jesus’ greatness not only reaches to the ends of
the earth but reaches into every aspect of my life.  If you are struggling with anything, I encourage you to
discover, claim, and hold onto God’s unchanging and dependable promises.  I pray that you can find
security, strength, peace, and comfort in the promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

Reflection:
When have you struggled to trust a promise because of past disappointment?
How does knowing that God’s promises are “a divine guarantee rooted in His character” reshape your
understanding of trust?
What promise of God do you need to cling to most closely this Advent season?

A Promise Fulfilled
By Alicia Jarvis
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For further reflection: Matthew 10:7-10, Matthew 3:1-12,
Revelation 3:19-20

The prophet Malachi foretold a time when God would return to his temple to dwell again with his people. He would first
send a messenger to prepare the way. Then the Lord would arrive, purifying the hearts of those who serve in his presence.
This prophecy was fulfilled by John the Baptist, the preparer, and Jesus, the Lord who purifies hearts.
Not long after I became a Christ-follower in college, I sensed that something was off. God felt distant, and with that distance
came a loss of peace and joy. I couldn’t understand why.

At the time, I had a roommate whom I deeply resented. He was self-absorbed, treated me as if I had no worth, and continued
to do things that irritated me. My anger and resentment grew until I refused to even speak to him. I truly despised him.

During that season, I began reading the Bible for the first time. Gradually, I became aware that God wanted me to forgive
this man—not only forgive him, but love him. I couldn’t bring myself to do it. I resisted, insisting that he deserved my
contempt. But as I wrestled with it, I realized my feelings went deeper. This man reminded me of my sister, whom I also
deeply hated. The things I saw in him mirrored what I saw in her—and how she had wounded me. I magnified their faults,
seeing only what was wrong. I couldn’t let go of my bitterness.

Like the Israelites whom Malachi addressed, my problem was a hardened heart. God desires to draw close to us, but a
hardened heart stands in the way. Neither we nor the Israelites have the ability to change our hearts on our own. Our only
hope is in the God who promises to step in—to refine and purify us from within.

For the first time, I stopped making excuses and admitted my need to God. Whenever anger or resentment surfaced, I asked
Him to forgive me and help me love. It took time, but I kept asking. Then, after several weeks, a miracle happened. One day,
as I felt anger rising toward my roommate, I silently cried out to God for help. Instead of my anger intensifying as it usually
did, it was suddenly replaced with peace and compassion. God was keeping His promise. He was renewing my heart.

As a result, my relationship with God was revived—and, astonishingly, I was even able to reconcile with my sister.
Since then, I’ve had to turn to God many times to confront the lingering hardness in my heart. It’s often a struggle, but God
continues to change me, just as He promised.

This Advent, may we remember God’s promises fulfilled in Jesus. Trust Him to forgive you and to make the necessary
changes in your heart. Don’t give up. He loves you—and longs to draw near.

Refined by His Promise
By Richard Beckham
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For further reflection: Habakkuk 2:3, Isaiah 40:31, Galatians 4:4–5

The Bible passage tells of a priest, Zechariah, who was visited by the Angel Gabriel who announced
Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth would soon conceive and bear a son to be named John.  Now Zechariah
and Elizabeth were both well on in years and Elizabeth had never been able to get pregnant so Zechariah
voiced his disbelief that this could possibly happen.  The Angel Gabriel replied that he had stood in the
very presence of God to receive the message that he was to deliver to Zechariah.  And, because of
Zechariah’s disbelief, the Angel Gabriel declared him mute until the actual birth occurred.

How often do we do just the same thing as Zechariah?  We pray for something we know the Lord would
want for us but do not receive it.  Then weeks or months later something much grander and better than
what we originally prayed for lands in our lap.  Our Heavenly Father has already planned the best path
for us and if we are prepared to listen and wait will bring greater blessings than we can imagine.
 
Scripture continues telling us Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth received the news with joy and faith and soon
conceived.  She was delighted that the Lord would bless her and Zechariah with a son and that she would
no longer be the woman in their village who could not produce a child.  She had waited so long for this
wonderful thing to happen to them.  Zechariah and Elizabeth became parents of John the Baptist at
exactly the right time (God’s time) in their lives.

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, help us to wait faithfully and trust in God’s perfect timing.

Reflection:
Where have you grown weary in waiting for God to act?
What might He be shaping in your heart during that waiting?
How can you trust that His silence is not absence but preparation?

We Can Always Trust God & His Timing

By Lynette Smith
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For further reflection: 1 Samuel 2:1–10; Psalm 34:1–10;
Romans 12:9–16

These beautiful verses tell us about a visit between Mary and her relative Elizabeth. Both of these women had received
joyful news from God. Mary was pregnant with a baby named Jesus, and Elizabeth, who was advanced in age, was
pregnant with a baby named John. When Mary greeted Elizabeth, the baby inside Elizabeth “jumped” with joy. Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit and told Mary that she and her baby were blessed by God. 

Imagine receiving this message from your cousin!  Mary showed compassion to her relative by coming to visit and then
staying to help her older cousin with her pregnancy and likely the birth of her child.  This must have been a very sweet
time for both women.  Mary’s visit lasted for about three months.

From Elizabeth’s greeting, Mary sang a beautiful song of praise where she thanked God for choosing her for this blessed
mission, lowly and humble that she was. She acknowledged that God is mighty and holy, that He helps those who are
lowly and hungry and that He cares for His people.

This passage tells us that God keeps His promises and blesses people who trust Him, even when we are lowly or afraid.
Like Mary and Elizabeth, we can praise God and be thankful to Him for the good things He does in our lives and for His
kindness.

Most of us have not experienced anything close to the miracles evident in this passage, but we have experienced God
working in our lives.  When a chapter of our life suddenly closes, it can feel bewildering and lonely.  Our faith in Jesus
helps us know that we will experience joy again and that God cares about our grief and loneliness.  We can cling to our
faith and move forward.  What a miracle that can be!

For even more context, especially on the message that Elizabeth and her husband received from the angel Gabriel, read
Luke 1:1-38 as well.  What an amazing conversation Zechariah had with the angel Gabriel in the temple!

Reflection:
When have you experienced God’s presence through the encouragement of another believer, like Mary and Elizabeth?
How might you express praise to God this week, even in uncertain circumstances?
What “small miracles” in your life might be reasons to magnify the Lord today?

Have Joy: God Cares
By Ann Koeningsman
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John Wesley consistently taught that genuine saving faith is always evidenced by holiness of heart and life, which means full,
practical obedience to God's commands. For Wesley, this wasn't mere outward conformity or "rule-keeping" for reputation's
sake (which he’d call "filthy rags"), but a sincere, loving surrender that flows from a heart transformed by grace—what he
termed "social holiness."

Joseph’s decision perfectly embodies this:
Saving Mary's life showed love and compassion over strict, cold legalism.
Obeying the angel regardless of the societal cost demonstrated a courageous, sanctified will.
Risking his reputation was the outward, practical fruit of his inner faith.

Making Him Room in Our Lives
Joseph's story is the very pattern for both the new birth and sanctification in our lives. It's not enough to be outwardly
"righteous" by convenient rule-keeping. We are called to sacrifice comfort, pride, and our reputation to obey God’s disruptive
Word.

As 1 Samuel 15:22 says, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice...”

Today, take a honest look at your heart. Where is God calling you to trust His Word over a comfortable reputation?
The courage to obey, even when it costs your earthly standing, is the very act that makes room for Christ to be born in us and
through us. Let's rise from the sleep of self-protection. Your quiet, surrendered "yes," even when it feels messy or illogical, is
the greatest preparation you can make for Emmanuel's presence—God with us.

Prayer for today:
Heavenly Father, grant us the courageous faith of Joseph. When fear, self-interest, or the easier way tempts us, wake us from
the sleep of self-protection. Redefine our righteousness as risk-taking obedience to Your Word. Give us the strength to set
aside our pride and reputation, so our surrendered "yes" becomes the pivotal, earthly doorway for Christ to be born anew in
our hearts, through our actions, and in the world around us. Make us faithful in the supporting roles You assign, preparing
room for Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

For further reflection: 1 Samuel 15:22, Proverbs 29:25,
and Hebrews 11:8.



“Joseph the Carpenter” (c.1642) — Georges de la Tour





For further reflection: Psalm 30:5, James 1:2–4, John 16:22

Zechariah obeyed God. He named his son John. John was a prophet sent by God to preach to the people—who were
waiting for the Messiah—to repent and be baptized. He dressed in sackcloth and ate honey and locusts. He was not a
proud man but a lover of God. Jesus Christ the Messiah came, and we celebrate this at Christmas. As we wait to again
celebrate the coming of Christ into our world, let us show to all we encounter, whether friend or foe, that we have
received Christ as Lord and Savior by our love and care for them.

John faithfully followed God’s direction to tell of the Messiah’s coming. He cared for the people he ministered to and for
those he encountered. May we do the same in our time. It is not always easy, but the Holy Spirit living within us will give
us the power and strength if we call upon Him. I know this to be true.

As to the worldly celebration of Christmas with family, due to long-standing estrangement issues, my Christmases have
been difficult. In the midst of going through the motions of the season, God’s grace—and my willingness to endure the
sadness—always seemed to bring me to a moment where joy and peace arrived. This reminded me again that Christ is
where the joy is.

After months of silence, Zechariah’s first words were an act of obedience—and an act of worship.
 When he confirmed his son’s name as “John,” the promise of God came full circle. His tongue was loosed, his heart
overflowed with praise, and those around him were filled with awe. As you read, reflect on how obedience—
especially in seasons of waiting or pain—can open the door to renewed joy and restored faith.

When have you felt silenced by sorrow or disappointment, unsure if joy would ever return? Like Zechariah,
sometimes the breakthrough comes not through understanding, but through simple obedience. This Advent, invite
God to meet you in the quiet places of your heart. Ask Him to turn waiting into worship and to remind you—again
and again—that Christ Himself is where joy begins and where it is made complete.

Enduring Sadness
By Mary Frances McCullum

PREPARE WITH Worship







For further reflection: Psalm 126:5–6, Romans 15:13

God doesn't want our polite, worried whispers; He wants the kind of prophetic shout that proclaims
redemption has arrived. The same Spirit who loosed Zechariah’s tongue is ready to fill ours with praise.
Your voice.. whether cracked, tear-soaked, or trembling is the exact instrument God wants to announce
the Light.

Your voice is essential. This Advent, let's stop clinging to the silence of fear, failure, or small faith. Let
every testimony, every song, and every whispered "Thank You" become a beam of light piercing
someone's darkness, clearing the path for the Rising Sun.

Today’s Prayer:
Father, you took a priest full of doubt and transformed him into a loud, joyful announcer of your
glorious plan. Please do that in us, too! Break the silence that comes from our fear, our shame, and our
weak faith. Fill our mouths with prophetic praise—the kind of shout that truly clears the way for Jesus,
the Rising Sun. Let your gentle mercy, the same mercy that inspired Zechariah, pour into our lives. Let
every story we tell, every song we sing, and every honest "Thank You" we whisper become a ray of light
for someone who’s in a dark place. We declare it now: The Light has come, and He is still coming! Amen.



“The Visitation” (c. 1491) — Domenico Ghirlandaio









The Angelus (c.1857–59) — Jean-François Millet







For further reflection: 1 Samuel 16:7; Colossians 3:23–24; James 4:8

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.” (Luke 2:15)
Their worship began not with singing, but with movement. They said yes to God’s invitation, and that
yes led them straight to Jesus. Availability is the beginning of all worship, the willingness to let God
interrupt us, surprise us, and send us.

When the shepherds returned to their fields, the world around them hadn’t changed, but they had.
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God.” (Luke 2:20)

The same fields, the same sheep, the same work, now filled with joy. Their work became worship because
their hearts had encountered Christ. The same can be true for us. Our homes, workplaces, and daily
routines can become altars of praise when we approach them with open hands and hearts, ready to see
God in the simple and to serve Him with joy.

Reflection
Where might God be inviting you to notice His presence in the ordinary, unnoticed parts of your life?
How can you practice availability this week—allowing God to interrupt your routines with His purposes?
What everyday task could become an act of worship if done for God’s glory rather than merely out of
obligation?



“The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds” (1634) — Rembrandt van Rijn









For Further reflection: John 14:23, 1 Samuel 15:22, Matthew 7:13–
14, Matthew 5–7 , Revelation 21 

The most virtuous knife is one that cuts cleanly; the most virtuous human is one who lives in harmony
with the will of God. To obey Him is not to lose freedom—it’s to live in it. It’s to become who we were
always meant to be. And what could be better than that? Obedience is the best thing in the world. It is
joy itself—the joy of harmony between creature and Creator. It is what every restless heart is really
searching for.

That’s why the wise men’s journey in Matthew 2 matters so much. They weren’t just following a star; they
were chasing communion. They traveled far, suffered discomfort, and risked their safety—all for the
chance to worship God face to face. That’s what obedience looks like when it’s alive. It’s not about fear,
guilt, or self-protection. It’s about love burning with purpose.

So chase Him. Seek Him with an undying fury. Obey because it is the joy of your design, the fulfillment
of your creation. And when you fail, remember—you are already loved, already saved, already His. Your
obedience will not earn His favor; it will simply let you live inside it.

Reflection:
Where have you settled for believing in God instead of walking with Him? What would it look like
this week to treat obedience not as duty, but as delight—the very thing you were made for?
Today, think of three ways your family sometimes prioritizes other things above God. (Hint: They
might be good things—just not the best thing.) Talk about how you could reorder your hearts and
time to honor Him first.



“Adoration of the Magi” (c.1481) — Leonardo da Vinci (unfinished)









“Simeon’s Song of Praise” (c.1631) — Rembrandt van Rijn 





Anticipation
By Glen & Michele Wood

PREPARE WITH OBEDIENCE

For further reflection: Luke 2:25–35; Isaiah 40:28–31; Psalm 27:13–14;
Psalm 130:5–6; Titus 2:11–14

The Christmas season is a time of anticipation. Children can't sleep waiting for school vacation,
presents, and gingerbread houses. In Luke 2 we see an elderly prophet named Anna faithfully waiting as
well. She spent all of her time worshipping and fasting at the temple in Jerusalem. And finally, she saw
in person what we celebrate every year. She saw baby Jesus, our Messiah. She confirmed who Jesus was
along with Simeon. Our excitement at Christmas mirrors what Anna experienced. And over 2000 years
later we also celebrate and confirm that Jesus is in fact our Messiah. We remind our church family to
anticipate and expect Jesus to show up in our lives just as Anna did.

Questions for further reflection:
Where in your life are you waiting for God to move—and how can Anna’s faithfulness encourage you in that
season?
How might you make space, like Anna did, for worship, prayer, or quiet expectation during this busy time of
year?
What does it look like for you to “look forward to the redemption” Jesus brings in your own daily life?





Love Initiates
By Bob Meredith

PREPARE WITH OBEDIENCE

For further reflection: 1 John 4:9–10; Philippians 2:5–11;
Romans 5:6–8

Love initiates. Godly love initiates unconditionally.

Jesus (God the Son) took a huge risk in initiating and moving toward us. 

Uninvited. Semi-expected, but NOT in the form He would choose to come in. Still, He came. He CHOSE to leave Heaven,
move toward us and live among us. 

He came unconditionally. He did not do a survey trip. He did not require a minimum number of humans agree to believe in
Him BEFORE He left heaven. He just came in accordance with God the Father’s perfect plan.

He took a risk because His love for us compelled Him to obey and come.

Recently I spent a week changing a lot of diapers for our daughter’s new twin sons. I noticed how helpless they are, how
vulnerable they were to their big brother’s attempts to play with them. How dependent they are on a human to feed and
change them. And…Jesus CHOSE to start like THAT?

Imagine a conversation between the Son and His Father before He (Jesus) left on this “trip”:
God the Son:         “So, yeah, I’ll just go down there and start like THAT, an infant!”
God the Father:     “Are they expecting you?”
God the Son:          “A few are. Mom definitely. My earthly Dad just looks compliant. He thinks a lot. One cousin got rather
excited when he heard I was coming. He flipped out.”
God the Father:      “You have a backup plan?”
God the Son:           “No, not really. I mean, DO we??”
God the Father:       “..and…say… in 30 years, if they DON’T receive you?”
God the Son:           “I’m going anyway. Love initiates.”
God the Father:       “OK, lemme hold that for ya, you won’t be gone long eternally  speaking.”

And so…the Word became flesh and lived among us. For a while. Some received Him, some have not. He CHOOSE to come
anyway. Who will I initiate moving toward in love – without first asking, “But, what if…?” and without requiring a response? 
Godly love initiates. Unconditionally.












